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1 . SINCE PALME PUTS SUCH GREAT STORE ON THE FACT THAT THE 
CUBANS ONLY MOVED INTO ANGOLA ON A "MASSIVE SCALE" AFTER 
THE SOUTH AFRICANS INTERVENED, YOU SHOULD BE AWARE THAT, IN 
FACT, THE CUBAN DECISION TO INTERVENE MASSIVELY WAS MADE IN 
LATE JULY AND EARLY AUGUST, BEFORE THE SOUTH AFRICANS EVER 
SENT FORCES INTO ANGOLA TO PROTECT A DAM SITE AND MONTHS 
BEFORE THEY REACHED AN UNDERSTANDING WITH THE ANGOLANS TO 
JOIN THE FIGHTING ON THE SIDE OF FNLA/UNITA. FURTHER, THE 
INTERROGATION OF CUBANS INDICATED COMBAT UNITS LANDED FROM 
TROOPSHIPS, IN EARLY OCTOBER, BEFORE THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
ADVANCED INTO THE ACTUAL FIGHTING. 

2. A BRIEF CHRONOLOGY OF THE CUBAN-SOUTH AFRICAN INVOLVE- 
MENT FOLLOWS: 

PRE-1975 - CUBANS HAD LONG HISTORY OF TRAINING MPLA - 
BOTH IN CONGO (B) AND CUBA. 

JANUARY-JUNE 1975 - CUBAN ADVISORS AND TECHNICIANS (100- 
200?) ASSIST MPLA IN THE FIGHTING. 

JULY - MPLA ASKS USSR AND CUBANS FOR INCREASED ASSISTANCE. 

AUGUST CUBA AGREES TO PROVIDE LARGE NUMBERS OF COMBAT 
TROOPS AND BEGINS TO GEAR UP FOR AN INTERVENTION. SOUTH 
AFRICAN FORCES MOVE 40 KILOMETERS INTO ANGOLA TO PROTECT 
A JOINT PORTUGUESE/SOUTH AFRICAN HYDROELECTRIC SITE. 

SEPTEMBER - VANGUARD OF CUBAN COMBAT FORCES ARRIVE. SOUTH 
AFRICAN BEGINS TALKS WITH UNITA/FNLA ON PROVIDING ASSIST- 
ANCE. 

OCTOBER - CUBAN COMBAT UNITS CONTINUE TO ARRIVE. IN MID- 
MONTH THE UNIT A/SOUTH AFRICAN OFFENSIVE KICKS-OFF (CUBAN 
INFANTRYMEN ARE CAPTURED IN THE EARLY FIGHTING, INDI 
CATING THEIR PREVIOUS PRESENCE.) 

NOVEMBER - AT INDEPENDENCE THE CUBAN AIRLIFT INTO LUANDA 
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BEGINS. SEVERAL THOUSAND CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS HAVE ALREADY 
ARRIVED AND ARE DEPLOYED TOHDEFEND LUANDA. SOUTH AFRICAN 
ADVANCE HALTY AT THE NORTHERN LIMIT OF UNITA TRIBAL 
AREA. 

DECEMBER- JANUARY - CUBAN BUILD-UP CONTINUES WITH A STEADY 
INCREASE UP TO 12,000 TROOPS. IN MID-JANUARY, SOUTH AFRI- 
CA ANNOUNCES A DECISION TO WITHDRAW ITS FORCES BECAUSE OF 
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LACK OF SUPPORT FROM THE WEST. 

FEBRUARY - SOUTH AFRICA ANNOUNCES A DECISION TO DEFEND A 
LARGE BUFFER ZONE IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA FROM INCURSION BY 
CUBAN TROOPS OR SWAPO FORCES UNTIL AN AGREEMENT IS REACHED 
TO PROTECT THE DAM SITES AND PREVENT GUERRILLA ACTIVITY 
INTO NAMIBIA. 

3. THE POINT WE BELIEVE SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED IS THAT THE 
KBANS EMBARKED ON A PLAN TO PROVIDE LARGE NUMBERS OF 
TROOPS TO MPLA BEFORE ANY SOUTH AFRICAN ACTION. THIS WAS 
A CUBAN EFFORT TO IMPOSE A MINORITY REGIME ON THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF ANGOLA OVER TWO OTHER LEGITIMATE LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS TOGETHER REPRESENTING THE MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION. 
THE CUBANS LATER USED THE SOUTH AFRICAN FIG-LEAF TO JUSTI- 
FY AND CLOAK THEIR INTERVENTIONIST POLICY. INGERSOLL 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERVENTION, BRIEFING MATERIALS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE034552 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: AF/C:EFFUGIT:CB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760069-0694 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760254/aaaabvic.tel 

Line Count: 131 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN AF 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STOCKHOLM 644 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CollinPO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15 APR 2004 by greeneet>; RELEASED <15 APR 2004 by CollinP0>; APPROVED <15 APR 2004 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OMMENTS ON PALME'S ARTICLE ON ANGOLA AND CUBA SECRET 
TAGS: PFOR, AO, US, CU, SW, MPLA, (PALME, OLOF) 

To: STOCKHOLM 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



